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SENATE BI LL 5202

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Roach, Fairley, Johnson, Wnsley, Benton, Oke and Haugen

Read first tine 01/20/97. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Relating to child support enforcenent; and reenacting and
anendi ng RCW 74. 20A. 056.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW74.20A. 056 and 1994 ¢ 230 s 19 and 1994 c 146 s 5 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) If an alleged father has signed an affidavit acknow edgi ng
paternity which has been filed wth the state office of vital

statistics, the ((eff+ee—of——suppert—entorecernent)) division of child

support may serve a notice and finding of parental responsibility on
him Service of the notice shall be in the same manner as a sumons in
a civil action or by certified mail, return receipt requested. The
notice shall have attached to it a copy of the affidavit or
certification of birth record information advising of the existence of
a filed affidavit, provided by the center for health statistics, or
certification of birth record information advi sing of the existence of
a filed affidavit, provided by the center for health statistics, and
shall state that:

(a) The alleged father may file an application for an adjudicative
proceeding at which he will be required to appear and show cause why
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the amount stated in the finding of financial responsibility as to
support is incorrect and should not be ordered;

(b) Pursuant to subsection (4) of this section, an alleged father
may request that a ((bleed—o+r)) genetic test be admnistered to
determ ne whet her such test would exclude him from being a natura
parent and, if not excluded, may subsequently request that the ((effHece
of—suppoert—enforcenent)) division of child support initiate an action
in superior court to determine the existence of the parent-child
rel ati onshi p; and

(c) If the alleged father does not request that a ((bleed—er))
genetic test be adm nistered or file an application for an adjudicative
proceedi ng, the anmount of support stated in the notice and finding of
parental responsibility shall becone final, subject only to a
subsequent determ nation under RCW 26.26.060 that the parent-child
rel ati onshi p does not exist.

(2) An alleged father who objects to the anmount of support
requested in the notice may file an application for an adjudicative
proceeding up to twenty days after the date the notice was served. An
application for an adjudi cative proceeding may be filed wi thin one year
of service of the notice and finding of parental responsibility w thout
the necessity for a show ng of good cause or upon a show ng of good
cause thereafter. An adjudicative proceedi ng under this section shal
be pursuant to RCW 74. 20A. 055. The only issues shall be the anount of
the accrued debt, the anmount of the current and future support
obligation, and the rei nbursenment of the costs of ((bleed—e+r)) genetic
tests if advanced by the departnent.

(3) If the application for an adjudicative proceeding is filed
wi thin twenty days of service of the notice, collection action shall be
stayed pending a final decision by the departnent. |[If no application
is filed wwthin twenty days:

(a) The ampunts in the notice shall becone final and the debt
created therein shall be subject to collection action; and

(b) Any amounts so col |l ected shall neither be refunded nor returned
if the alleged father is later found not to be a responsible parent.

(4) An alleged father who denies being a responsible parent my
request that a ((bleed—oe+r)) genetic test be admnistered ((at—any
tHre)) within one year fromthe date the notice and finding of parental
responsibility is served upon him The request for testing shall be in

writing and served on t he ((eff+ee—of—suppert—enforeernrent)) division of
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child support personally or by registered or certified mail. If a
tinmely request for testing is made, the department shall arrange for
the test and, pursuant to rul es adopted by the departnent, may advance
the cost of such testing. The department shall mail a copy of the test
results by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the alleged
father’s |l ast known address.

(5) If the test excludes the alleged father from being a natural
parent, the ((effece—-of——suppert—enfoerecernent)) division of child support
shall file a copy of the results with the state office of vital
statistics and shall dismss any pending adm nistrative collection
proceedi ngs based upon the affidavit in issue. The state office of
vital statistics shall renove the alleged father’s name fromthe birth
certificate.

(6) The alleged father may, within twenty days after the date of
receipt of the test results, request the ((effiee—of——support
enforecerment)) division of child support toinitiate an acti on under RCW
26.26. 060 to determ ne the exi stence of the parent-child rel ationshi p.
| f the ((efHHece—of—support—entorecenent)) division of child support
initiates a superior court action at the request of the alleged father
and the decision of the court is that the alleged father is a natural
parent, the alleged father shall be liable for court costs incurred.

(7) If the alleged father does not request the ((effiee—of—support
enforeerment)) division of child support to initiate a superior court
action, or if the alleged father fails to appear and cooperate wth
((bloeed—o+r)) genetic testing, the notice of parental responsibility
shal | becone final for all intents and purposes ((anrd+mybe-overturned
enty)) .

(8) The alleged father may, at any tinme, contest the issue of
par ent age presuned under this section by ((a—subsegquent)) initiating a
superior court ((erder—entered)) action under RCW 26. 26. 060.

~-- END ---
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